CLAIMS 



We claim: 

1. A method for operating a server responsive to a request 
for data from a client browser, comprising the steps of: 

receiving from said browser a head /equest for the 
header of a data file; / 

responsive to said head request:, serving to said 
browser data file header infc/rmation including data 
type and data size; / 

receiving from said browser a get request; and 
thereafter / 

responsive to said det request, serving to said browser 
data corresponding/to said header. 

2. A method for Operating a client browser for requesting 
a data file f rom A server, comprising the steps of: 

receiving/data parameters from a browser user; 

coirunun/cating to said server a head request; 

receiving from said server in response to said head 
request a data file header describing data file 
parameters; 
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determining if said data file 
said user data parameters'^ and if so, 

communicating^o'said server a get request requesting 
said serverxto serve said data file. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said data parameters 
define the data type and data size acceptable to said user 
and wherein said data file parameters include the data 
content type and data content size of said data file* 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said data file comprises 
a plurality of data files including one or more inline 
documents . 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein each of said plurality of 
data files is of a type selected from the set of data file 
types including image data, video data, audio data, and text 
data . 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein a head request is 
submitted separately for each said inline document. 

1. The method of claim 6, wherein said get request is 
submitted selectively only for those inline documents having 
data parameters within said user parameters. 
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8. The method of claim 3, wherein said data parameters 
include a maximum data size and a minimum data size 
acceptable to said user. 



9. The method of claim 2, responsive to said data file 
parameters not being within said user data parameters, 
comprising the further step of providing to said user the 
option of modifying said user data parameters. 



10. The method of claim 2, responsive to said data file 
parameters not being within said user data parameters, 
comprising the further step of providing to said user the 
option of requesting a portion of said data file. 



11. A server system, comprising: 

a first logic element far receiving from a client 
browser a head request for the header of a data 
document; 

a second logi^f element responsive to said head request 
for serving^ to said client browser a data document 
header ipcluding data type indicia and data size 
indici< 

a tiiird logic element for receiving from said browser a 
oet request; and 

a fourth logic element responsive to said get request 
for serving to said browser a data document 
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1 12. A server system, comprising: 

2 first means for receiving from a client browser a head 

3 request for the header of a data d^ument; 

4 second means responsive to said head request for 

5 serving to said client browser d data document header 

6 including data type indicia and data size indicia; 

O 7 third means for receiving from said browser a get 

y 8 request; and 

y 9 fourth means responsive/ to said get request for serving 

10 to said browser a dat^r document corresponding to said 

l~ 11 header. 

fin 

"f 1 13. A client browsei/ for requesting a data file from a 

2 server, comprising: 

3 means for re/eiving data parameters from a browser 

4 user; 

5 means for communicating to said server a head request; 

6 means /for receiving from said server in response to 

7 said/head request a data file header describing data 

8 fill parameters; 

9 ity&ans for determining if said data file parameters are 
EN998^70 22 
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within said user data parameters; and if so, 
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means operable for communicating to said server a get 
request requesting said server to serve said /data file, 



1 14. A program storage device readable by a machine, 

2 tangibly embodying a program of instructions/ executable by a 

3 machine to perform method steps for operating a client 

4 browser for requesting a data file from a/ server, said 

5 method steps comprising: 
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receiving data parameters from a browser user; 

communicating to said server/a head request; 

receiving from said server/ in response to said head 
request a data file header describing data file 
parameters; 

determining if said data file parameters are within 
said user data parameters; and if so, 
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communicating to/ said server a get request requesting 
said server to /serve said data file. 



15. An article of manufacture comprising: 



2 a compute^ useable medium having computer readable 

3 program /code means embodied therein for operating a 

4 client /browser for requesting a data file from a 

5 server, the computer readable program means in said 
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6 article of manufacture comprising: / 

7 computer readable program code means for causing a 

8 computer to effect receiving data parameters from a 

9 browser user; / 

10 computer readable program code means yfor causing a 

11 computer to effect communicating to /said server a head 

12 request; / 

13 computer readable program code means for causing a 

14 computer to effect receiving frrom said server in 
Q 15 response to said head request? a data file header 
M 16 describing data file parameters; 

i 7 

hi 17 computer readable program code means for causing a 

J~ 18 computer to effect determining if said data file 

EJ 19 parameters are within/said user data parameters; and if 

20 so, / 

1 / 

u r= 21 computer readable^ program code means for causing a 
m / 

t|j 22 computer to eff,ect communicating to said server a get 

23 request requesting said server to serve said data file. 



1 16. A computer program element for operating a client 

2 browser for requesting a data file from a server according 

3 to the steps of: 

4 receiving data parameters from a browser user; 
communicating to said server a head request; 
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receiving from said server in response to said head 
request a data file header describing data f/ile 
parameters; 
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determining if said data file parameters are within 
said user data parameters; and if so< 
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communicating to said server a gel: request requesting 
said server to serve said data file. 
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17. A program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by a 
machine to perform method steps for operating a server 
responsive to a request for/data from a client browser, 
said method steps comprising: 

receiving from saia browser a head request for the 
header of a data/file; 
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responsive to /said head request, serving to said 
browser data/file header information including data 
type and da/ca size; 
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receiving from said browser a get request; and 
thereafter 
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responsive to said get request, serving to said browser 
dara corresponding to said header. 
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